Age and Palaeoenvironment
The yield of Micrhystridium stellatum and Multiplicisphaeridium eltonense from the study section reveals the Silurian age for the Shiala Formation, which is consistent with earlier age (Sinha et al. 1998) assigned.
Several studies have been carried out on the relationship between microplankton species and paleoenvironment. Vecoli (2000) used the distribution of microplankton to interpret the palaeoenvironment of the Cambrian-Ordovician sequence of the Sahara Platform. He found the near shore environment is dominated by thin walled sphaeromorphs, whereas outershelf settings were typified by increased acritarch assemblage, high diversity and greater morphological complexity. The recovered forms from the Shiala Formation reveal the outer shelf to open marine environment. These forms are dark indicating high thermal maturation as well as the forms is oxidized prior to final burial in shallow outer shelf settings.
